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Consumer Price Index Components,

Vary by category Year-Over-Year Change

4%

The general inflation number (the “All items”
category) may be a good measure for the economy at
large, but the cost of certain goods and services could
rise much faster than the average cost of living.

For the past year, tuition, food, housing, and medical
care have all experienced much higher inflation rates
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other hand, have been declining and are now near four s
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-year lows. Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Morningstar calculations.
Data as of October 2014,

People who need to focus on savings for college or
medical care may be left short, as the cost for such
items often tends to rise at a faster rate than the
average cost of living. Those investors might not be
able to keep pace with rising costs if they do not take
their real inflation rate into account when planning
their investment goals.
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